Covid- 19 Policy
Updated: 12th September 2024
Intention
The intention of this policy is to safeguard the health and well-being of all children, families, staff, and visitors by implementing clear guidelines and preventative measures to minimise the risk of COVID-19 transmission. Our priority is to deliver face-to-face, high-quality education and care whilst following government guidance from The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) and Public Health England (PHE) to manage the risk of serious illness and from the spread of the virus.
Structure
This policy outlines three levels of severity and details how the nursery will respond at each level. The three levels are defined as:
· Level 1 is reached when there are 1-3 confirmed cases of Covid-19 within a 2-week period.
· Level 2 is reached when there are 4-8 confirmed cases of Covid-19 within a 2-week period.
· Level 3 is reached when there are over 8 confirmed cases of Covid-19 within a 2-week period.
The management team will determine the appropriate level based on the total number of confirmed cases. However, there may be instances where a specific area of the nursery, such as a particular room, may be considered at a higher level even if threshold of confirmed cases across the nurseyr has not been reached. This decision will be made at the management team's discretion, taking into account factors such as the concentration of cases within a specific area.
Updates
This policy may be updated at any time to ensure it takes in consideration the latest government guidance. 




	Measures
	Baseline
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Additional Considerations

	Clinically Extremely Vulnerable individuals (CEV) and pregnant people
	· CEV individuals are not advised to shield.
· CEV individuals are advised to follow advice from their health-care professional.
	· CEV individuals are advised to contact their doctor to determine if they need to take any additional precautions.
· If any special measures are required, the setting will act quickly to implement them to ensure a safe and secure environment.
	· No additional measures
	· No additional measures
	· Risk assessments for CEV individuals should be updated as and when required.

	Cleaning and hygiene
	· Hand sanitiser is available throughout the setting.
· Handwashing for 20 seconds with warm water and soap.
· ‘Catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach in place.
· Surfaces cleaned daily in line with cleaning protocols.
· High-touch areas and surfaces cleaned throughout the day with anti-bacterial spray.
	· No additional measures
	· Create a check-list rota for cleaning high-touch areas.
· Staff advised to exercise extra vigilance when supervising children are handwashing.
· Reminder sent to staff and families about the importance of handwashing.
	· Deep clean of the nursery.
	

	Communication and notifications
	· Any updates to the Covid-19 policy are shared with families and staff.


	· Families and staff are advised where there has been a case of Covid-19 in the setting.
	· No additional measures
	· PHE contacted to confirm latest protocols & to seek additional guidance.
· If children attend another school or setting as well as our nursery, families are asked to update them on the current prevalence of Covid 19 at our setting.
	· Ofsted and PHE are updated in line with the latest guidance.
· Families are advised when we progress from one Level to the next Level.



	Measures
	Baseline
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Additional Considerations

	Exclusions and self-isolation
	· Exclusion Periods apply as per nursery policy.
· Staff members who test positive should try to isolate for 5 days after the day they took the test. Staff are not required to self-isolate.
	· No additional measures
	· No additional measures
	· No additional measures
	

	Face coverings
	· Staff may choose to wear face coverings in corridors and communal areas.
· Staff are asked not to wear masks when working with children. If feel they need to wear a face-covering, they must be transparent face-coverings.
· It is optional for visitors to wear masks at the setting.
	· No additional measures
	· No additional measures.
	· Staff should wear face coverings in corridors and communal areas but not when working with children.

	

	Outdoor play and ventilation
	· We encourage outdoor play and learning as an integral part of a child's development, keeping in mind the government’s guidance to aim for 180 minutes of physical activity a day (for under 1s this target is 30 minutes).
	· Doors and windows are kept open wherever it is possible and safe to do so.
	· Ensure all lesson planning includes as many outdoor activities as possible.

	· Increase the amount of time children are outdoors as much as possible.

	· Ensure ventilation is always balanced to maintain a comfortable temperature.
· Ensure children/staff have appropriate clothing for additional outdoor play.




	Measures
	Baseline
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Additional Considerations

	Policy updates
	· This policy is reviewed and updated whenever there is a change to government guidance.
· Updates to this policy are sent to families and staff via the Famly app.
· A physical copy can be provided on request. 
	· No additional measures
	· No additional measures
	· No additional measures
	

	Safeguarding
	· If both the DSL/DDSL are not present at the nursery, a senior leader will take responsibility for safeguarding.  The DSL/DDSL will remain contactable even if they are not present in the setting (health permitting).
	· If a vulnerable child is self-isolating, their social worker is notified (if applicable) and we will ascertain the best way to continue to provide support.
	· No additional measures.
	· No additional measures.
	

	Social distancing
	· No social distancing measures are in place.

	· No additional measures.
	· At drop off and pick up times parents are advised to keep 2m distance from others.

	· Where possible markers will be positioned to show the 2m spacing.
· Staff meetings take place via video call.
· Children and staff to be placed into bubbles where possible to limit mixing.
· Consideration should be given for parents/carers to have a staggered entry time.

	



	Measures
	Baseline
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Additional Considerations

	Testing
	· If staff or children are likely to have Covid 19 they are advised to take a test.

	· No additional measures
	· No additional measures
	· No additional measures.
	· Children and staff are encouraged to complete an LFD test before attending the setting.
· Staff & families are responsible for sourcing their own LFD test kits.


	Vaccinations
	· Staff are encouraged to get their vaccinations & we will guarantee schedule flexibility to accommodate vaccine bookings.
	· No additional measures.
	· No additional measures.
	· No additional measures.
	

	Travel
	· All children and staff travelling to England from abroad must adhere to government travel advice.

	· No additional measures.
	· No additional measures.
	· No additional measures.
	



	Measures
	Baseline
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Additional Considerations

	Visitors
	· Visitors sign in and out of the nursery.
	· No additional measures
	· Visitors are informed of the prevalence of Covid 19 at the setting.
	· Visitors only go into the setting during quieter times.
· Open Days, Parent/Carer Evenings and performances to be put on hold.
· Show-arounds and nursery tours are done by video call.
· Settling-In sessions are done outside wherever possible.
· Consideration should be given to close the setting to all non-emergency visitors.
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